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• November 10, 2017 — Fall Meeting — Camp John Hope 

• April 20 , 2018 — Spring Meeting —  Ocmulgee State Park 

• August 23, 2018 — Convention —  Holiday Inn Express in Helen 
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     Dear Civitans, we are now at the end of our Centennial Civitan 
year.  Where did the time go?  It seems like the GE academy was just last 
week, as we met and planned for a great year.  President Duane Capps 
got us started with goals, humor, and encouragement. He kept us going 
with information and in person visits. He ended the year with a visit to 

Georgia for our convention. What a great end to our year!       

    Our Georgia district has had a great year. We met in October, January, 
April and August. Live meetings celebrate Civitan, encourage fellow-
ship, highlight service, and increase knowledge. We learn from each oth-
er and enjoy friendship. We recognize achievement and sometimes expe-
rience sorrow. We are Civitan and we are special. We have raised money 
for projects, and put our hands and bodies to work on other projects. Our 
clubs and people have donated to Civitan International, to provide seed 

money and expenses.  

    Final numbers are not in, but you still have time to make those last mi-
nute gifts.  No delete, add only!   It is hard for me to believe the year is 
almost over. I have enjoyed all of it. Dinners, meetings, parades, swear-
ing in, sometimes other swearing. The first time I was governor was in 
2004-5, when we merged north and south Georgia. Who would think we 
would make such great friends over these years? That time, I had to bal-

ance north and south. This time, we are one Georgia Civitan.    

Over the years, my daughter Kristen married and had 4 children 
(grandchildren for me). John is now a young adult on his own. The car I 
bought at the beginning of the governor year in 2004 was totaled in a 
crash right before this years convention. The house I bought is for sale. 
My last child will officially be mine when you read this. New house is a 

ranch.   
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Lots of changes for me and you and Civitan, Georgia and international. So it is bittersweet as Octo-

ber 1 approaches.  As individuals, clubs, and Georgia district, we must continue to move forward. 

We need to share the secret life of Civitan, bring in others to help continue the wonderful things we 

do.  
 
We are Civitan, for another 100 years. 
 

  Connie 

 

 

GOVERNOR ELECT UPDATE 

 

Hi, I am really excited about starting my year as Governor.  

We are going to rebuild our existing clubs and build some clubs. We want to let the world know 

what we do and how much fun it is to help others less fortunate. We have a group in leadership that 

is on fire for Civitan and very excited. Of course, changes have been coming and are coming from 

International down. The new leadership at International is ready for change. But as we change and 

evolve, we cannot forget where we came from and we cannot forget those that helped to make the 

way to get us there!  

Please be mindful of anyone who is not catching up quite as quick with the changes. Instead of leav-

ing them out of new high tech electronic component, share the information with them by paper, if 

that need is apparent. Our folks who started us in Civitan are the just as important as the new ones in 

and coming. 

I am also very excited about our upcoming meetings. Our first one will be at Camp John Hope in 

November. We will have a board meeting on Friday afternoon and some entertainment on Friday 

night and Saturday Morning. We want to do business but also have a lot of fun. So, check for infor-

mation and please get the word out. We want everyone to share in the fun. 

Also, don’t forget to start getting those awards ready. We want to be able to recognize you and your 

clubs for all the wonderful things you do. 

Until the next time…Let’s Kindle Our Fire For Civitan! 

Ginny Herring    

Governor Elect    



 

We are very excited that we have 4 new members! Yeah! Camp Big Heart is going to come and speak 

at our club and we are really excited about that.  We are doing are brown bag project and bingo every 

month.  

The Community Junior Civitan that our club sponsors is having a Special Games for Special People 

Day in two weeks.  We have also collected a lot of school supplies for the schools.  We are constantly 

trying to get new members.  

Let’s celebrate 100 years and kindle our fires for Civitan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

CARROLLTON KEEPS IT INTERESTING AND GROWING (SUBMITTED BY GENE D(SUBMITTED BY GENE D(SUBMITTED BY GENE D(SUBMITTED BY GENE DUKE)UKE)UKE)UKE)     

 
The Carrollton Civitan Club had Jared Griffins, Central High School Principal, recently to speak about 

student achievement, stakeholder involvement, arts, and athletics, and E-SPLOST dollars at work.  Be-

low, Club President, Gene Duke welcomes Jared for the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, recently, Mrs. Mary Raburn, Carrollton High School Student 

Service Director, is welcomed as the club’s newest member.   

THE COOK COUNTY CLUB CONTINUES TO FLOURISH (SUBMITTED BY GINNY HERRING)(SUBMITTED BY GINNY HERRING)(SUBMITTED BY GINNY HERRING)(SUBMITTED BY GINNY HERRING)    
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WORDS FROM CAMP BIG WORDS FROM CAMP BIG WORDS FROM CAMP BIG WORDS FROM CAMP BIG HEART HEART HEART HEART (SUBMITTED BY THOMAS BASS )(SUBMITTED BY THOMAS BASS )(SUBMITTED BY THOMAS BASS )(SUBMITTED BY THOMAS BASS )     

A Millennial at the Centennial Meeting 
 
    I remember just a few short months ago I was sitting in a board meeting for Camp Big Heart. The CBH board has 
two distinct groups- the seasoned veterans of Civitan and the youngbloods of Camp Big Heart. It’s almost funny, hav-
ing a 40 year difference between the two groups( to the CBH board members reading this, don’t kill me!). Anyway, 
we were talking about the necessity of the younger board members to get more involved with Civitan. Now to most of 
you reading this, the request would seem pretty straight forward, but for the younger kids it wasn’t.  
 
    Some background on the younger “kids” of the CBH board. We were never raised on Civitan. It was always a name 
that popped up at camp when some people came and gave out watermelon or popsicles. Whoever gave out those out 
you are legendary at camp. But the younger board members got involved with Civitan because we had this drive for 
Camp Big Heart. We wanted to do camp year round, we wanted to give back to the camp that had given so much to 
us. Many of us grew up at camp. I spent my entire teenage years at this camp, it has molded me into the man I am to-
day. I made lifelong friendships, learned life lessons that aren’t taught in school, and yes even learned that losing a bet 
to a camper can mean you might end up in a size 12 bright pink dress at the camp dance. That’s what we knew, we 
knew we loved camp. We joined the board to make camp into what we always dreamed and wanted it to be. Civitan 
was an afterthought. Truthfully most of us didn’t know what Civitan stood for or actually did.  
 
    Fast forward to me sitting in a board meeting on a Wednesday night at 8:30 PM after a brutal day of work. One of 
our members said we need to send some of the younger members to this District meeting. My mind was overjoyed, 
nothing screams “fun weekend” like sitting in a bigger room somewhere away from my house for my entire weekend, 
weekends which I looked forward to the moment my alarm went off on Mondays. Hard pass. Thank you very much 
but I’m good. Then they dropped where it was. St Simon's Island. Now hold on, you’ve got my attention now. You’re 
telling me I can go to St. Simon’s Island and it be for CBH, sign me up. I can sit in some meetings and sneak away to 
the beach at some point. So myself, Trent Allen, and Nick Slater all signed up to go. Now all of us being young adults, 
we of course booked one room at the resort and played rock, paper, scissors for who got the 2 beds and who got the 
lovely 3.5 foot couch, jumped in a car and left Atlanta at 5 AM.  
 

Now I’ll be candid, I didn’t have high expectations for the weekend. Heading out to the beach where I’d be in 
a conference room hurt my soul thinking about it. I have never been so happy to be so dead wrong. Showing up we 
were greeted by smiling faces, hugs, and handshakes. From getting my bearings on how Civitan District works to the 
silent auction to chatting at the meals and bars I had a fantastic time. Everyone I met was unbelievably nice and sin-
cere. It was refreshing to see all these Civitans so passionate about what I had grown up loving- the special needs 
community. Hearing the International President, outgoing District President and incoming District President speak 
and being able to see their passion was awesome. Leaving District I had been given the fire I remember having when I 
first came to Camp.  
 

I know that bringing in younger people into Civitan and showing them what we are about is the way to go to 
grow our organization. The District meeting was unbelievably informative for me. I hadn’t been exposed to Civitan in 
the way I was at the District meeting, and it really changed things for me. The “young crew” we sent drove back to 
Atlanta with a passion that hadn’t been seen from us since our first years at camp. Civitan is there for us, see all these 
people there with the same passion, the same drive, the same dedication that we had grown up with is indescribable. 
To say that I was amazed at the reception I got at convention is an understatement because I went home knowing that 
I have Civitans’ support. I’m writing this to put all the Civitan clubs on notice, CBH is here and we are passionate 
about what we are doing. You’re going to be hearing from us a lot more, and we hope to be seeing you all a lot more. 
Most importantly though we can’t wait to see you at the Fall meeting down at Camp John Hope. I invite you all to 
come see what a camp in the middle of nowhere Georgia is doing not only our special needs communities of Georgia 
but also come see how it is shaping a special segment of the future of Civitan International.  
  



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our District Convention last month, Mary Karras of the East Cobb Civitan Club, was formally nomi-
nated and elected Governor Elect of the Georgia District for the 2017/2018 Civitan year.  Those of us in 
the East Cobb Club know what an Outstanding Civitan Mary is, and we’re quite confident she is going to 

make a Stellar Governor.   

We wanted to take this opportunity to share a brief biography that was published in one of our Club 

Newsletters several months ago about Mary, so that you all can get to know her a little better ...  

Mary was born and raised in Gainesville Georgia on a farm in a little community known as Dunagan’s 
Chapel.  Her great grandfather started the Methodist church there.  Mary’s maiden name is Mary Eliza-

beth Dunagan. Y es, that is Irish. 

She attended East Hall High School where she was a Varsity Cheerleader for football and basketball. 
Then attended Brenau College in Gainesville before relocating to Cobb County and getting involved in 
banking.  This led her to the Banking School at UGA, and commercial lending at University of Oklahoma 
and Commercial Lending Graduate School at University of Oklahoma.  
 
Mary is the oldest of 5 children. One sister and 3 brothers who all live near our home place. George and 
she have one son Jeff and 3 grandchildren. Ashlyn who is a sophomore at Ms. State, Austin, a freshman at 
UGA and Sarah, a 9th grader at Roswell High School.  
 
Mary began her banking career at Commercial Bank of Cobb County where she was a teller, managed 
bookkeeping, and worked her way up the Branch Management.  Then moved to First National of Cobb in 
East Cobb where she managed a Branch on Johnson Ferry Road.  In 1987 joined Cobb American Bank 
working in Commercial Lending and Marketing.  They changed their name to Riverside Bank in 1996 and 
merged with Bank of North Georgia, a division of Synovus Bank around 7 years ago.   
 
Currently, Mary is a Community Executive with Bank of North Georgian and manages a $40 million + 
commercial loan portfolio, as well as a team of commercial lenders.  
 
She loves music, dancing and travel.  On her bucket list is Australia, New Zealand and Fiji.  
 
 

EAST COBB CIVITAN CLUB (SUBMITTED BY CRAIG (SUBMITTED BY CRAIG (SUBMITTED BY CRAIG (SUBMITTED BY CRAIG WILK INSON)WILK INSON)WILK INSON)WILK INSON)    
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GEORGIA DISTR ICT FOUNDATION REPORT (SUBMITTED BY DIANNE HANSARD) 
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DRUID HILLS C IV ITAN CLUB DRUID HILLS C IV ITAN CLUB DRUID HILLS C IV ITAN CLUB DRUID HILLS C IV ITAN CLUB (SUBMITTED BY JOE NO(SUBMITTED BY JOE NO(SUBMITTED BY JOE NO(SUBMITTED BY JOE NONIDEZ )N IDEZ )N IDEZ )N IDEZ )     

The Civitan year end, September 31st, is looming. Governor Connie and I want to encourage each club 

presidents to take a look at the Honor Club Report form you’ve been filling out all year and determine 

your qualification. 

The number one qualifier is an increase in membership since the beginning of the year. Those clubs 

who meet that criteria as of August 31, 2017 are: 

  * Dalton   * Crossroads 

  * Winterville   * Atlanta Tech  

  * Americus    * Dawsonville 

  * Druid Hills   * Sun City 

  * Dublin   * North Cobb 

  * Carrollton   * Magnolia 

We stress the importance of club presidents who meet this criteria, without dropping below an increase 

this month, to go ahead and complete the Honor Club Report form and send it in early.  The Governor 

hopes to be able to recognize many of our clubs by presenting them an Honor Club Award.  We hope 

your club will be among those honored in this way. 

Call me at (770) 971-1833 if you have any questions, or if I can help you in any way. 

Louise Crapps 

Elected Past Governor Director  

Our Club is flourishing. This quarter two members attended the International Convention in Birming-
ham. We also sponsored two individuals to Camp BigHeart. 
 
We conducted a successful  yard sale whose proceeds can be used for donations to various Civitan 
endeavors. We added four new members in addition to those we added in 2016 . We hosted birthday 
luncheons for our members.  And, we also take up weekly donations for the Science Center. 
 
Attendance is strong and we have been able to provide interesting and informative speakers at our 
weekly meetings. We made a contribution to the Special Olympics and provided water filters to sev-
eral families in Africa. We also donate gift packs to nursing homes.  
 
Our club is looking forward to growing in membership and in cultivating  good citizenship and com-
munity service. 

A NOTE FROM THE ELECTED PAST GOVERNOR  



 

 

HAWKINSV ILLE CIV ITANHAWKINSV ILLE CIV ITANHAWKINSV ILLE CIV ITANHAWKINSV ILLE CIV ITANS ARE RECOGNIZED FORS ARE RECOGNIZED FORS ARE RECOGNIZED FORS ARE RECOGNIZED FOR    SERV ICE  SERV ICE  SERV ICE  SERV ICE  (SUBMITTED BY MELBA DANIEL)(SUBMITTED BY MELBA DANIEL)(SUBMITTED BY MELBA DANIEL)(SUBMITTED BY MELBA DANIEL) 
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           In 1992, a vision of three club builders, Jo Fraser, Jacksonville Civitan Club; Lou Howard, 

Magnolia Civitan Club and Anise Ochs, International City Civitan Club, came to fruition, when 

the Hawkinsville Civitan Club chartered. A club made up of spirited, interested and dedicated vol-

unteers began a long relationship with the community in which they lived.  The members looked 

around, found the needs and began searching for ways to help those in need and especially a group 

of people with developmental disabilities. 

 The Hawkinsville Civitan Club has been from day one, a hands on, working club; and, we 

still are.  With the support of the people in our community and the businesses, our fundraisers 

continue to be successful which allows us to expand to bigger and better projects.  What a won-

derful feeling it is to help others that are less fortunate and to give them a better outlook on life.  

This gives us the encouragement to continue the work we truly love and believe in. 

The Hawkinsville Civitan Club has been distinguished throughout the Georgia District as 

producing four District Governors: James Miller, Melba Daniel, Hazel Miller and Linda Lane.  

James Miller, also, served two terms as a Civitan International Region Two Director. 

We celebrated 25 years of service this year.  Laura Studstill, James Miller and Melba Dan-

iel were recently recognized by Civitan International.  Each received a Medallion Member Plaque 

for 25 years of dedicated service to the Civitan Organization.  The Hawkinsville Civitan Club 

chartered on June 22, 1992, and Laura, James and Melba are the three remaining Charter Mem-

bers.      



 

Combining Fellowship, Service and Knowledge, 14 Civitans attended the Devereux Institute Art Night at 
the Marietta Country Club on September 21, 2017.   
 
This was our first time to attend and will become an annual event.    Most of the art was created by teens 
at Devereux and auctioned off, some at high prices. 
 
Learning about mental illness and the hope these teens have because of their residency/treatment at Deve-
reux was enlightening to say the least. One of our newest members, donated the dessert for all from her 
store, Nothing Bundt Cakes. 
 
Really yummy and so generous.    

 
The picture displays a few of us who attended and had fun and “GAVE BACK” ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUT AND ABOUT WITH THE NORTH COBB CIVITAN CLUB  
(SUBMITTED BY PENNY (SUBMITTED BY PENNY (SUBMITTED BY PENNY (SUBMITTED BY PENNY WARREN)WARREN)WARREN)WARREN)    
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ATLANTA TECH CIVITAN CLUB ~ ALWAYS BUSY! (SUBMITTED BY CHARIS(SUBMITTED BY CHARIS(SUBMITTED BY CHARIS(SUBMITTED BY CHARIS SE DRAKEFORD)SE DRAKEFORD)SE DRAKEFORD)SE DRAKEFORD)    
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It is with a sadden heart that we announce the passing of a dear friend, Emily Joiner, Valdosta Civitan Club. 

Emily was formerly from Jacksonville, Florida and was a member of the Central Civitan Club in Jackson-

ville for many years.  She, also, served as Governor of the Florida District. She then moved  to Valdosta , 

Georgia, and was an active member of the Valdosta Civitan Club, serving as President for several years.  She 

received the coveted Georgia District Honor Key in 2012-2013. 

Emily passed away on Sunday, September 10, 2017, at a hospital in Thomasville, Georgia, after a long ill-

ness.  

IN REMBERANCE  
 

 

Page 11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Newsletter Editor:  Craig Wilkinson  /  craigwilk@bellsouth.net 

      District Website:  www.georgiacivitan.org 

      Civitan International  

       P.O. Box  130744 

       Birmingham, AL 35213-0744 

       1-800-248-4826 

     www.civitan.org 
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 

GOVERNOR CONNIE MCMANUS 
GOVERNOR ELECT  GINNY HERRING 
SECRETARY MELBA DANIEL 
TREASURER MARY COON 
IMMEDIATE PAST GOVERNOR ANSEL PARRISH 
ELECTED PAST GOVERNOR DIRECTOR LOUISE CRAPPS 
AREA 1 DIRECTOR RUTH INGRAM 
AREA 2 DIRECTOR B. R. WHITE 
AREA 3 DIRECTOR PAM BREMS 
AREA 4 DIRECTOR CHUCK HARTMAN 
AREA 5 DIRECTOR GENE DUKE 
AREA 6 DIRECTOR  DAVID JOSLIN 
AREA 7 DIRECTOR   AMY HARMON 
AREA 8 DIRECTOR GRANT WILLIAMS 
AREA 9 DIRECTOR GENE LASTINGER 
JUDGE ADVOCATE WAYNE HOWELL 
CHAPLAIN BEN PHILLIPS 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS GENE LASTINGER 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS RYAN LASTINGER 
AUDIT CHAIR JIMMY THOMAS 
AWARDS CHAIR DIANNE HANSARD 
BENEVOLENCE CHAIR EMORY HATCHER 
COIN BOX CHAIR ROSS NESMITH 
FRUITCAKE SALES CHAIR STORM MITCHELL 
FINANCE & BUDGET CHAIR MARY COON 


